La Golena of Ca’ Pisani
Loc. Ca’ Pisani - 45014 Porto Viro
Tel. 0426 372202

Heronry of Codigoro (Fe)
Tel. + 39 349 3592339

The Palazzone of Sant’Alberto
“Alfredo Brandolini” NatuRa
Ornithological Museum
of Natural Sciences
S. Alberto (Ra)
Tel. +39 0544 528710 / 529260

San Basilio
Cultural Centre
Ariano nel Polesine (Ro)
Tel. 0426 71200
Regional Reclamation
Museum of Cà Vendramin
Cà Vendramin Foundation
Tel. 0426 81219
Oasi di Ca’ Mello
Porto Tolle (Ro)
Tel. 0426 662304
Ca’ Cappellino Beekeeping
Centre - Bee Museum
Loc. Ca’ Cappellino di Porto Viro (Ro)
Tel. 0426 372202
Ca’ Cappello Court Museum
Loc. Ca’ Cappello (Ro)
Tel. 0426 372202
Museum of the Mesola Woods
and Deer and the exhibition
“In Praise of the Mesola”
Castello di Mesola – Mesola (Fe)
Tel. +39 339 1935943
Abate Tower
S. Giustina - Mesola (Fe)
Tel. + 39 0533 993176

Ecomuseum of the
Drainage of Marozzo
Marozzo di Lagosanto (Fe)
Tel. + 39 0533 993176
Marinating Factory
Slow Food and
Anguilla Laboratory
Traditional marinade
of the Comacchio Valleys
Comacchio (Fe)
Tel. +39 0533 81742

Alfonsine Special
Nature Reserve
Alfonsine (Ra)
Tel. + 39 0544 869808
Casa Monti
Alfonsine (Ra)
Tel. + 39 0544 869808
Cà Vecchia Environmental
Education Centre
Pineta San Vitale (Ra)
Tel. + 39 0544 528710

Ancient Delta Museum
Comacchio (Fe)
Tel. + 39 0533 311316

Magic Cube Bevanella
Via Canale Pergami – Savio (Ra)
Tel. +39 335 5632818

Salina di Comacchio
Comacchio (Fe)
Cell. +39 345 3080049

Saline di Cervia
Cervia (Ra)
Tel. +39 0544 973040

Museum of the Territory
Ostellato (Fe)
Te. +39 0533 681368

MUSA Salt Museum
Cervia (Ra)
Tel. + 39 0544 977592
Cell. + 39 338 9507741

Vallette di Ostellato
Ostellato (Fe)
Tel. +39 0533 681240
Argenta Basins Museum
Argenta (Fe)
Tel. +39 0532 808058

Ecomuseum of Marsh Herbs
Villanova di Bagnacavallo (Ra)
Tel. + 39 0545 47122

Boccasette
Other hotspot for birdwatching: the Chiusa and
Ripiego basins, together with the mouth of the Po
at Maistra and the Palo sand bar provide a variety
of environments that are home to many species,
including some that are very rare. The area is
accessible by car, bicycle and small boats, and the
sand bar by foot. Once in Boccasette, take the road
towards the beach. There is a convenient parking
place before the bridge for the sand bar.
Sacca di Scardovari and Bottonera
One of the best sites in Italy to view Nordic and
marine species and other aquatic birdlife. It is
the largest lagoon of the Veneto Delta, with sand
bars running to the sea that can be visited only
by boat, and surrounded by the Donzella Island
drainage system. All the perimeter embankment is
accessible by car and bike. At Ca’ Mello there is
an observation tower. The boats leave from Santa
Giulia, and from this location you can travel on the
embankment road until you arrive in Barricata. Here
a trail leads to the beach, a great spot to watch
arctic skuas and boobies.
Foci del Po di Gnocca
An area that can only be visited with small boats,
starting from Santa Giulia di Porto Tolle. The river
mouth features one of the most beautiful reed
groves of the Venetian Delta, criss-crossed by a
maze of small channels and with a sand bar in
front. It’s a great site for observing the Purple Heron
and Western Marsh Harrier, which breed here.
Valli Veniera – Sagreda – Pozzatini
A private basin complex known as the “Albarella
basins”, it is observable along almost all of its
perimeter due to the end part of Valli di Rosolina

Oasi di Volta Grimana
Reachable from the embankment road along the
Po that travels from Cavanella Po to Porto Viro. The
oasis can be visited on foot, following the trails that
wind through the dense marshland vegetation of the
floodplains. The small lakes with observation hides
offer encounters with herons and other aquatic
birdlife. Nearby there is an important breeding
colony of Purple Herons.
Valle Dindona
The visit is possible by following the long road that
travels along the embankment connecting Mesola to
Gorino, from which you can access a road within the
marsh that continues to the banks of Po di Goro.
Sacca di Goro
It can be visited by following the trail, even on bike,
that runs along the entire northern shore of the
wetland, starting from the port of Gorino. However,
the visit is more interesting if you get on one of the
boats crossing the sub-lagoon channels, travelling
into the branches of the Po. Another possibility is
to travel along the western shore of the inlet, from
Gorino to Romanina, near the Mesola forest.
Lago di Volano
The lake can be seen from the Acciaioli road, which
separates it from the Valli Bertuzzi or by entering
the tourist village situated on its northern shore,
from which you can also access the beautiful salty
grasslands where horses and bulls graze in the wild.
Valli Bertuzzi
These basins can be observed on the east side of the
Acciaioli road, or by travelling along the road on the
southern edge, or on the top of the right embankment
of the Po di Volano, from the bridge of the Acciaioli
road along the river itself and moving upstream.
Valle Porticino-Canneviè
This basin is very well organised for the visit, with

Sacca di Bellocchio
The visit to the area, protected as a National Nature
Reserve, is only possible from Lido di Spina,
travelling from the town to the birdwatching tower
situated along the western shore of the inlet, or
continuing southward along the shore, first along
Spina lake, then the Bellocchio inlet. In order to not
disturb the breeding birds, this stretch of beach
should be avoided from April to July.
Punte Alberete
The site is well organised for visits, either alone
or with a guide. The entrance is currently located
just north of the bridge over the Fossatone canal,
but in the near future it will be relocated to a
position south of the channel. From here starts a
pedestrian ring road that allows one to observe all
the environments of the marsh, from the flooded
primeval forest to the flooded lowlands with reeds
and hygrophilous shrubbery, to the fens. In the
northern part of the trail there is a screened walkway
and a birdwatching hide, which allows exceptional
close encounters with species that are rare and
impossible to see anywhere else.
Valle Mandriole
To access the basin, just north of the Lamone river
turn left travelling towards Ravenna-Venice. Here
there is a tall tower that allows observation of the
birds without disturbing them, offering a view not
only of the great marsh but also on the surrounding
complex of natural areas, from the Bardello to Punte
Alberete, and onwards to Pineta di San Vitale. It is
not possible to walk the perimeter path of the marsh
as it has very open environments and it would
be too disturbing for the fauna. The only other
accessible point is Ca’ del Chiavichino, which can
be reached by turning left before the bridge of the

Val Campotto
Visits are possible by travelling the embankment
along Via Cardinala, equipped with a couple of
car parks. To go to the site, however, you need
to go to the Campotto Casino visitors centre and
participate in guided tours to the observation points
on the north shore of the marsh, or by boat through
internal channels.

Purple Heron
Ardea purpurea
Phenology: B, M

Situation in the Delta
Species in decline and localised. Breeds between late April and June, in
various colonies situated in all the main and largest reed groves of the Po
Delta, in addition to some couples isolated in smaller reed beds. It always visits
the reed groves.

Little Tern
Sternula albifronss
Phenology: B, M

Pied Avocet
Recurvirostra avosetta
Phenology: S, B, W, M

Situation in the Delta
Localised but stable species. During migration it arrives at the brackish
water wetlands in flocks that at times are quite numerous (more than 500
specimens), and it often winters there with some thousands of specimens
concentrated in the fish basins and salt pans. It breeds between April and
July, in all major basins, saltwater and brackish lagoons, rises, temporary
muddy areas and salt pans. It also breeds on sand bars.
Observation
Easy to observe in all the wetlands where it breeds, but particularly
abundant in wet areas where it also stops during migration (March to
April and mid-August to mid-October) and in winter: Valle Ca’ Pisani,
Valle Bagliona, Valli di Boccasette, Sacca di Scardovari, Valli Bertuzzi,
Valli di Comacchio (Salina di Comacchio, Boscoforte, Valle Furlana,
Valle Zavelea), Ortazzo, Salina di Cervia.

Situation in the Delta
Localised and declining, it breeds between May and August in salt pans,
natural beaches, temporary muddy areas, rises without vegetation in the
lagoons and brackish basins, fish and hunting basins and Delta sand bars.
The species even migrates twice, both in the basins and along the coast.

Kentish Plover
Charadrius alexandrinus
Phenology: S, B, W, M

Situation in the Delta
The breeding population is in sharp decline due to the continued spread of
seaside tourism. In winter the species is concentrated on the sand bars of the
Delta and in the salt pans. It breeds between April and June on beaches and
dunes, rises devoid of vegetation in brackish lagoons, salt pans, fish basins. It
winters and stops in the same environments in which it breeds.
Observation
The breeding season can be observed, with a little attention, on natural
beaches like the sand bars of Batteria, Cavallari, Sacca di Scardovari,
Scanno di Goro, Scanno di Volano, the mouth of the Reno, the mouth of
the Bevano, but also, sometimes, among the beach establishments. In
spring it also shows up at the Salina di Comacchio and Salina di Cervia and
other brackish wetlands (Valli di Rosolina, Porto Viro and Porto Tolle, Valli
Bertuzzi, Valli di Comacchio, Sacca di Bellocchio, Pialassa della Baiona,
Ortazzo). In winter it is observable at the Scanno di Goro and in salt pans.

Observation
It is easily observable only in a few sites of the Delta: from the tower
of Valle Mandriole during the breeding period, along the southern Valli
di Comacchio, in Valle Ca’ Pisani outside the breeding season. Other
sites where the spoonbill can be seen is the Comacchio salt pan (where
some even stay for the winter on an irregular basis), the wet grasslands
of Valle Umana, the wet grasslands of Valle Santa, the basins of
Boccasette and Ca’ Zuliani. From the hut of Punte Alberete it can be
observed from July to September.
Gull-Billed Tern
Gelochelidon nilotica
Phenology: B, M

Situation in the Delta
Rare and localised species, which reaches the Delta to breed between May
and July, on rises and temporary mudflats in brackish marshes and basins
or salt pans.
Observation
It is observable in spring and summer, in wetlands where it breeds and
in the nearby open areas, including the countryside, which it regularly
visits for feeding. In the northern Delta one of the best areas to see it
is the Po di Maistra and along the basins of Porto Viro. In the southern
Delta the areas where it is easiest to see the species are the Valli di
Comacchio, particularly along the southern embankment of the basins.
In addition, the species can also be spotted from the Fossa-Foce
embankment up to Valle Zavelea and from that basin’s tower. Other
areas regularly frequented are the Valli Bertuzzi, the city clearing at
Pialassa della Baiona, Ortazzo and Salina di Cervia.

Observation
It is one of the species that is most difficult to observe. It may be visible
along the Punte Alberete, from the tower at Valle Mandriole or in wetlands
with shallow water near this same site (Risarina, clearings around the pine
grove in Pialassa della Baiona), where the adults feed. During migration
(April, September-October) it is possible to see small groups in all shallow
water wetlands, including hunting clearings, wetland meadows of Valle
Santa, the salt pans and the edges of the great Valli di Comacchio.

Whiskered Tern
Chlidonias hybridus
Phenology: B, (W), M

Observation
Relatively easy to observe although it is not as common as in the past,
when thousands of couples nested on the beaches of the Delta and in
the brackish basins. It can be observed in spring and summer on the
sea, near the beach. The wetlands where it is easier to observe are
Sacca di Scardovari, the Boccasette area, Sacca di Goro (cycling path
along the northern embankment), Valli Bertuzzi (from Acciaioli road),
Valli di Comacchio (southern embankment, Valle Zavelea turret, Salina
di Comacchio), Pialassa della Baiona and Salina di Cervia, where from
the shielded area it is possible to observe a small colony.

Observation
It is easily observable in spring and summer among the reed groves in
which it breeds (Valle Dindona, Valle Gorino, the mouth of the Po di Goro,
the mouth of the Po di Volano, the mouth of the Po di Gnocca, Po di
Maistra, Ca’ Cornera, Volta Grimana, Valle Morosina di Rosolina, Taglio
della Falce, Val Campotto, Valle Santa, Valle Mandriole) and in their vicinity, often along the drainage canals with reeds and sometimes also in the
nearby agricultural areas.

Bassarone
Visits are possible by taking part in the guided
tours organised at the Campotto Casino’s visitor
centre, which cross the embankment separating the
Bassarone from Val Campotto.
Valle Santa
It is the only basin of the Argenta complex with
free, open access. The tour starts at the end of
the road that travels from Campotto to Valle Santa,
from where there is a trail that reaches shielded
observation points on the edge of the wet meadow
and a birdwatching tower between the marsh and
the meadows. It is possible to continue along the
banks of the Sillaro stream, which borders the
banks of the valley to the south and allows an
excellent overview of the most beautiful reeds
of the marsh.

Observation
It is easily observable throughout the year. The best sites are the Salina di
Comacchio, Valle Cona (also along the boat route from Foce station) and the
southern basins of Comacchio; also from the Acciaioli road that runs along
the Valli Bertuzzi, from the area around the Salina di Cervia visitors centre
and from the roads that run along this wetland. In winter it is concentrated in
the Valli di Comacchio and the Salina di Cervia. As for the Venetian Delta, it
is observable throughout the year from the road that runs along the Valli di
Rosolina, in particular at Albarella. Other excellent sites for observing even
thousands of birds at a time are Valle Bagliona and Valle Ca’ Pisani.

Observation
It is easily observable throughout the year, especially in the southern fish
basins of Comacchio, along the branches of the Veneto Delta basins, in
Sacca di Scardovari and Bottonera, from the banks of the Reno river between
Sant’Alberto and the Primaro Pass. During breeding periods it concentrates in
the heronries of Valle Campotto, Valle Santa and Valle Mandriole, observable
from the tower located next to the bridge that crosses Lamone river. During the
winter the species is present in all the brackish basins and lagoons, where it is
sometimes gathered in large numbers and even in open agricultural areas.

Situation in the Delta
Extremely rare and vulnerable species, localised. Consistently visible in
just one breeding site, with a very low number of couples. Breeds between
May and July, in hygrophilous forests and bushes. It stops in wetlands,
even small ones (clearings, flooded areas, edges of lagoons) as long as the
water is very shallow. In recent years some even winter here.

Situation in the Delta
It settles between May and July, preferably among white water lily, but
also on lagoon water moss. During migration it stops in freshwater
swamps, brackish basins and along the coast. It winters in the area
irregularly (Valli di Comacchio).

Common Shelduck
Tadorna tadorna
Phenology: S, B, W, M

Situation in the Delta
A species that is widespread and growing. After years of a presence
limited to the Valli di Comacchio, it has now colonised the whole of the
Po Delta territory and continues to grow and expand. It breeds between
May and July in all brackish wetlands of the Delta. It winters and stops,
sometimes in vast numbers, in the main brackish wetlands and salt
marshes.

Observation
It can be observed during the spring and summer, especially in flight
among the extensive aquatic plants in its breeding site at Valle Campotto,
during guided tours of the marsh and huts. It is also easily observable
during migrations, especially in April-May and the end of AugustSeptember in all wetlands, particularly if with abundant submerged
vegetation (city clearing in Pialassa della Baiona, Valle Mandriole) and
along the coasts, especially at the river mouths. During migration it is
often found with the Black Tern and White-Winged Tern.
Ferruginous Duck
Aythya nyroca
Phenology: S, B, W, M

Po Delta Biosphere Reserve

Drainage Documentation
Centre
Drainage Buildings of Codigoro (Fe)
Tel. +39 0532 218238

Glossy Ibis
Plegadis falcinellus
Phenology: B, (W), M

Piazza Matteotti, 2 45014 Porto Viro (Ro)

Porto Caleri Coastal
Botanical Gardens
Loc. Porto Caleri, Rosolina mare (Ro)
Tel. 0426 372202

Batteria - Burcio lagoon coast
It is one of the wildest lagoon environments in the
whole Delta, with huge reed groves and sand bars.
It is the home of the Pila lighthouse. It can only be
visited with small boats, starting from Pila di Porto Tolle.

Situation in the Delta
Localised species, breeding only in the Salina di Comacchio, between
March and July, on rises or low banks. It stops and feeds in brackish
marshes, in the fish basins and salt pans.

Tel. +39 0426 372202

Drainage Museum
Campotto di Argenta (Fe)
Tel. + 39 0532 808058

Greater Flamingo
Phoenicopterus roseus
Phenology: S, B, W

Observation
It is a species that is easily observable throughout the year, especially
in the marsh complex of Punte Alberete and Valle Mandriole, but now
practically everywhere, including large saltwater basins (especially
Pialassa della Baiona and Valli di Comacchio). It recently formed
breeding colonies at the Po di Maistra, Po di Venezia, Batteria and Valle
Morosina. The nocturnal roosting of thousands of birds at Oasi Valpisani
is truly spectacular.

e-mail: ufficiomab@parcodeltapo.org

Fossil Dunes of Massenzatica
Mesola (Fe)
Tel. + 39 333 9482034

Valle Zavelea and Ansa Fossa
From the car park on the road of the Argine Agosta
walk to the birdwatching tower, from where it is
possible to see thousands of aquatic birds in the
spring and fall, ducks and wild geese in the winter,
and in the breeding period various species of
shorebirds and the Western Marsh Harrier.

Salina di Cervia
Near the salt pan, in Via Bova, a cross street of
the “Adriatica” state road 16, and near the state
road, is located the building of the former municipal
slaughterhouse dating from the 1950s, renovated
and converted into a Visitors Centre. From here
one immediately reaches the salt pan perimeter,
with the birdwatching tower and observation points
situated along the southeastern shores of the
wetland. The Salina di Cervia is also well visible
from the paved roads that cross it and from the one
that runs along the southern shores, this latter one
only accessible on foot.

Situation in the Delta
Rare and localised species. The breeding and wintering population in the
Delta is on the rise. Breeds between mid-April and June. Winters and
stops predominantly in large salty wetlands, but also frequents smaller
swamps and drained farmlands.

Situation in the Delta
Rare and vulnerable species, localised. It breeds between late March and
July, in a few spots in the Delta and in the lowland hygrophilous woods or
thickets, both on rises and embankments with saltwater vegetation. It stops
in brackish or freshwater marshes and flooded meadows, with shallow
water. It winters in the great valleys of the Delta, with a growing population.

www.biosferadeltapo.org

Park Visitors Centre
Porto Viro (Ro)
Tel. 0426 372202

Rotta di Martino
The site is a string of fossil dunes covered by
Mediterranean scrub. The isolation of the place
offers shelter to woody species, birds of prey and
some rarities, including the Lesser Grey Shrike. It
includes a walking trail. It can be reached by car
from San Basilio. The area is privately owned, so it
is best to call ahead before visiting.

Great Egret
Ardea alba
Phenology: S, B, W, M

Eurasian Spoonbill
Platalea leucorodia
Phenology: B, M, W

Via Marconi, 6 45012 Ariano nel Polesine (RO)

Park Information Services
Porto Viro: Tel. +39 0426 372202
info@parcodeltapo.org
Comacchio: Tel. + 39 346 8015015
servizioinformativo@parcodeltapo.it

Bassa Marina
The area can be seen from Via Bevanella, a cross
street of the Adriatic state road, which runs along
two sides, from the road that accesses the Ortazzo
and from Via Canale Pergami that leads to the
Bevanella visitors centre.

Accidental: 54

Situation in the Delta
Rare species in the past, now on the rise. It breeds between April and
June in various colonies, in woods and hygrophilous and riparian lowland
thickets, with flooded undergrowth. It also breeds in the lagoon and
brackish environments, like inside the fish basins.

Veneto Regional Park Authority of the Po Delta

GAL Polesine Delta Po
Bosaro (Ro)
Tel. + 39 0425-171402
deltapo@galdeltapo.it

Salina di Comacchio
Access is currently possible along the northern
edge, along the route that connects it to the Foce
fishing station. The starting point can be reached
from the Romea road, just south of the bridge on
the Logonovo canal. Along the way is situated the
Torre Rossa observation point.

Summering: 18

Observation
It can be seen from April to September, especially around heronries,
hunting along the edges of clearings or among the floating marsh
vegetation or in flooded grasslands. It is easily viewed at Punte
Alberete, along the road and in the shallow waters in front of the hut
or tower of Valle Mandriole. The species is easily visible even in the
clearings near the Pialassa della Baiona at the San Vitale pine grove,
in Valle Campotto (guided tours to the marsh and huts) and along the
shielded trails of Valle Santa, as well as in Valle Dindona. One of the
best sites to see it is a canal with water caltrop located north of the
Po di Venezia in Bottrighe. The floodplains of Po di Maistra and Po di
Venice are also home to many that are there to feed in the late summer.

Tel. +39 0426 372202 – Fax +39 0426 372313

GAL Delta 2000
Ostellato (Fe)
Tel. +39 0533 57693
info@deltaduemila.net

Po di Maistra
The main ornithological hotspot of the Venetian
Delta, there are roads running along both sides
of the area. It is best to start from Ca’ Venier
and travel towards Boccasette’s pontoon bridge,
and then, on the right side, towards San Giorgio,
going against the flow of the river. Its high level of
biodiversity allows for encounters with species both
rare and abundant. The Golena di Ca’ Pisani is
equipped for birdwatching, with internal trails. Some
banks are only accessible by bike or on horseback.
The whole area can be visited by boats.

Wintering: 185
Regular wintering: 144
Irregular wintering: 41

Situation in the Delta
Localised species, in decline. It breeds between May and July in the
main heronries of the Delta, established in hygrophilous lowland or
riparian forests. It stops in freshwater marshes and along streams.

e-mail: info@parcodeltapo.org

Province of Rovigo
via J. H. Dunant, 10 – 45100 (Ro)
Tel. +39 0425 386274
servizio.turismo@provincia.rovigo.it

Breeding: 156
Regular breeding: 140
Irregular breeding: 15

Migratory: 281
Regular migration: 255
Irregular migration: 26

Pygmy Cormorant
Phalacrocorax pygmeus
Phenology: S, B, W, M

Observation
The species is easily observed at the sites where it breeds, where from
March to June one can watch breeding rituals, from the spectacular
flights of courtship to the hunting sorties of the males as they feed first
the brooding females and then the chicks in the nest. The best areas for
observation are the Po di Maistra, Valle Morosina, Valle Ca’ Pisani, Valle
Zavelea, La Scorticata, Valle Santa, Valle Mandriole, Ortazzo. During
migration (March-April and September-October) many small groups
circle or stop in the large wetlands of the Delta.

Species reported in the last 50 years (since 1950): 344
Sedentary: 86

Situation in the Delta
Species found among the Delta reed groves, in fish basins and lagoon
reeds between April and June. Winters and feeds in the same wetlands.

Squacco Heron
Ardeola ralloides
Phenology: B, M

www.parcodeltapo.org

Province of Ravenna
via della Lirica, 21 – 48124 (Ra)
Tel. +39 0544 35755 / 35404
turismo@comune.ravenna.it

Western Marsh Harrier
Circus aeruginosus
Phenology: S, B, W,

Situation in the Delta
Rare species, but rather abundant in recent years as it winters in the
drained areas of Mezzano and in the nearby Valle Zavelea.
During migrations it can also be observed elsewhere, always in open
grassland areas.

Observation
The best sites for viewing, in winter, are the agricultural areas of the
northeast corner of the drained Mezzano area. It also winters in Val
Campotto and Valle Santa, in Valle Zavelea, in Valle Mandriole, in Ortazzo
and Salina di Cervia. In breeding season the best sites for observation
are Valle Santa, from the shielded trails next to the wet grasslands and
Valle Mandriole, from the facilities at Ca’ del Chiavichino.

Observation
In winter, the species can be observed in the northeast corner of the
drained Mezzano, including the northernmost bridge that enters the area
and the Fosse-Foce drainage, as well as in the nearby Valle Zavelea,
used as a nocturnal sleeping area.

Observation
It is very easy to observe in the wetlands where it breeds, including small
clearings in agricultural areas, both during the breeding period and during
migration, especially during the pre-breeding journey (mid-March to
April). It is particularly interesting to watch breeding couples from the huts
of the Salina di Cervia or along the banks of Valle Bagliona.

For many species, the Delta is a true stronghold both on a national and European
level, and some breeding species are rare even internationally. Also very important
are the wintering contingents and the great gatherings during the migrations, for
which the famous wetlands of the Delta play a fundamental strategic role.
Birdlife is one of the components of the natural heritage of the Protected Area that
most lends itself to observation, and this map guides visitors in the observation of
the rarest and most fascinating species.

Common Crane
Grus grus
Phenology: W, M

Situation in the Delta
Rare breeding and localised, abundant wintering. It breeds between
March and May, especially in wetlands with fresh water, but also
brackish as long as there are banks covered by reeds and wet
meadows. It winters in open agricultural areas of the primary wetlands
and in wetlands with shallow waters and abundant vegetation.

Management Board for Parks and Biodiversity Po Delta

Province of Ferrara
Castello Estense – 44100 (Fe)
Tel. +39 0532 209370 / 299303
infotur@comune.fe.it

Golena di Ca� Cornera – Madonnina
A wide river floodplain characterised by the
presence of fresh water, it features a large
embankment that can be travelled on foot or by
bicycle. It is best to park your car in Ca’ Cornera
or to travel by bike from Ca’ Venier or Porto Viro.
During migration the site is excellent for observing
aquatic birdlife, while in the spring there is a
heronry with Purple Herons, Little Egrets and BlackCrowned Night Herons.

Ortazzo
Access is possible from the embankment trail that
runs along the southern shore, connecting the access
road to the Ortazzo (no entry) to the Classe pine
grove. From here, along the banks of the Ortazzo and
in the middle of the pine trees there is a hide and a
tower for birdwatching, which overlook the Scirocco
lowland, part with fresh water and sparse reeds.
The site can be reached by following Via Bevanella,
crossing the Adriatic state road that exits from the
bridge over the Bevano stream. The observation of
the wetland is also possible from the panoramic tower
along Via della Sacca, a cross street of the Adriatic
state road that runs along the whole northern border
of the Classe pine forest and reaches the sea near the
mouth of the Bevano stream.

Situation in the Delta
Widespread and stable species. Breeds in all wetlands with shallow water,
even small and artificial ones. During migration it stops in all wetland areas
with shallow water, usually in flocks, but sometimes with numerous groups.
It breeds between April and July, in all wetlands with salty or fresh shallow
water and with emerging muddy expanses and sparse vegetation or with
rises surrounded by marshes. Stops at all wetlands with shallow water.
Occasionally some will winter in the fish basins of Comacchio.

Observation
It is easily observed in spring and summer, not only in the wetlands where
it breeds, but a bit everywhere in the Delta, including agricultural areas
used for feeding. The return of large flocks from their winter quarters is
spectacular, announced by their characteristic and appealing call. The areas
where it is easiest to observe the species are the roads along the basins of
Rosolina and Porto Viro, Sacca di Scardovari (especially in summer with the
concentration of thousands of specimens among the fields and “peociare”
or wooden poles), Valli Bertuzzi (from the Acciaioli road), Valli di Comacchio
(southern bank), Salina di Cervia (from the Salina tour route).

Greylag Goose
Anser anser
Phenology: S, B, W, M

C.so G. Mazzini, 200 44022 Comacchio (FE)

Information / Visitors Centres and Museums

Valli di Porto Viro Road
Another splendid itinerary to be enjoyed either by
car or bicycle, connecting Porto Levante with Ca’
Venier and allowing one to appreciate some of
the fishing and hunting basins in the area. Among
the most famous are Bagliona, Scanarello and Ca’
Pisani. Right in front of Valle Bagliona it is possible
to stop in an area positioned on the embankment.
At Scanarello, on the other hand, a stairway on the
embankment provides a commanding view of the
basin. The environments range from Mediterranean
scrub to salty lakes with reed groves.

Mouth of the Bevano and Ortazzino Creek
The beach, absolutely natural and wild, of a type
rarely found in the Adriatic, can be reached from
the parking lot of Lido di Dante near the pine grove,
to the north, or from Lido di Classe, to the south.
In both directions, it is not possible to travel to
the mouth of the Bevano, to safeguard some rare
breeding species. Along the Sacca, from the banks
of the Fosso Ghiaia one can see in the distance the
splendid landscapes of the Ortazzo.

Black-Winged Stilt
Himantopus himantopus
Phenology: B, (W), M

Situation in the Delta
Vulnerable, localised. It breeds between May and July, usually in large
colonies on rises or embankments. The colonies move every year in search
of the most suitable sites in different basins and salt pans. In winter a few
dozen specimens visit the beaches.

Tel. +39 0533 314003 - fax +39 0533 318007

This incredible natural Po region with its waters, flora and almost 350 species of birds,
together with the cities of Ferrara and Ravenna, rich in history, monuments and works of
art, is situated between two great destinations of international tourism, Venice and Rimini.
On 9 June 2015, the vast territory of the Delta - covering two regions, two provinces and
16 municipalities - was recognised as a Biosphere Reserve by the UNESCO Man and
Biosphere Programme.

Golena di Ca� Pisani
Within this river floodplain there is a trail with
observation hides. This freshwater environment,
consisting of reeds, forests of willows and shrubs,
offers easy encounters with herons of every species
and, in the spring, diving ducks. The Golena hosts
a flourishing heronry, where Squacco Herons and
Pygmy Cormorants also breed. It can be accessed
from the road along the basins of Porto Viro,
starting from Ca’ Venier.

Valli di Comacchio
Given the large size of the site, there are many
possible activities. Starting from Comacchio, the
starting point for travelling towards the basins, one
first encounters the Foce fishing station from where
boats depart for visits to the northern part of the
basins. From here, one can also walk along the
north bank, Valle Zavelea (to the west) or Salina di
Comacchio (east). The entire western shore of the
basin is well visible from the road of Argine Agosta
which runs along the banks of Valle Fossa di Porto,
the area with the deepest waters of the basins.
From the southwestern summit of the basins, where
the Argine Agosta road moves away from the
basins, it is possible to continue on foot to visit the
southern portion of Valle Fossa di Porto, from whose
banks one can see the wetlands of Valle Umana, all
the way to Punta Canaletta. The visit to the southern
portion of the basins starts in Sant’Alberto. At the
end of the village a picturesque ferry boat crosses
the Reno River, the ancient Po of Primaro, and
reaches the southern shore of the basins, near the
Boscoforte peninsula. From here one can travel on
foot or by bicycle to the east, to visit Valle Furlana
(Valle Lavadena, La Scorticata, Valle Scirocca, La
Pastorina), all the way to Volta Scirocco and the
Romea state road. The visit to Valle Lavadena is
also possible with the “Tarabusino”, a small electric
bus that departs from the Sant’Alberto visitors
centre and travels the southern embankment of the
Comacchio basins.

Bardello
Reachable through the dirt track that follows the left
bank of the Lamone river, starting from the bridge of
the Romea state road that crosses the Lamone river
and turning right just north towards Ravenna-Venice.

Observation
In the Northern Delta it can be seen virtually everywhere there is salty
or brackish water. Among the best sites are Boccasette, Batteria-Burcio,
Sacca di Scardovari and Bottonera, Caleri. In the southern Delta, the
most likely place to find it is on the Goro sand bar. Observation is also
possible at other beaches, especially at the Volano sand bar, at the
mouth of the Reno (south of Lido di Spina) and at the mouth of the
Bevano (north of Lido di Classe), as well as in some brackish wetlands
like Valli Bertuzzi, Valli di Comacchio, Vene di Bellocchio, Pialassa della
Baiona, Ortazzo, Salina di Cervia. Occasionally it also frequents artificial
reefs at the seaside.

Birds represent the most obvious and characteristic element of the biological heritage
of the Po Delta region, one of the most elements that most excites and attracts visitors,
raising their curiosity and interest. The extraordinary development that birdwatching
has had in recent years is a testament to the value of this heritage and the strong
connection between man and birds.
Almost 350 species reported over the last 50 years make the Delta the most
important ornithological area in Italy, and one of the most important in Europe.
This extraordinary diversity of species is due to the great environmental complexity
that originates from the encounter between the waters of the Adriatic Sea and the
Po River and the Apennine streams, with vast salty lagoons alongside freshwater
marshes, streams, hygrophilous and thermophilous woods, grasslands and dunes.
Indeed, the Po Delta is an extensive and composite set of natural sites concentrated
in tens of thousands of hectares, with different ecosystems united in large natural
complexes.

Mediterranean Gull
Ichthyaetus melanocephalus
Phenology: B, W, M

e-mail: parcodeltapo@parcodeltapo.it

Coastal Botanical Garden and Caleri Lagoon
The Botanical Garden can be enjoyed on foot, with
trails of varying length that, starting from the visitors
centre, wind through the Mediterranean bush, the
coastal dunes and the saltwater plant area. The Caleri
Lagoon behind, however, can only be visited by boat,
departing from Caleri and moving slowly along the
emerged shoals and immense bodies of saltwater.

Valle Bagliona
This is one of the most biodiverse sites of the Delta.
The wildlife can be observed along the road that
starts from Porto Levante and then snakes through
lakes, banks and emerged shoals. Its northern part
has a string of fossil dunes populated by species
typical of the Mediterranean scrub. The great Lakes
are one of the best sites for observing Greater
Flamingos, Little Terns and Pied Avocet.

Bonifica del Mezzano and Valle Pega
The area is possible to access by driving on the
many roads that criss-cross the region. The most
interesting part is the northeastern part, near the
bridge on the district canal closest to the FosseFoce drainage system.

*Edited by Massimiliano Costa and Emiliano Verza

Situation in the Delta
Species in numeric expansion. Breeds on sandy beaches and sand
bars, but also on the emerged shoals of the fish basins, on ruins and
recently even on the islands of the Po, between April and June.

www.parcodeltapo.it

The active “Delta” is joined by the ancient or “fossil” Delta, the mouths of the Apennines rivers
Reno, Lamone, Fiumi Uniti and Bevano and the magnificent wetlands along the Adriatic
Coast and in the immediate inlands like the Sacca di Goro, Valli di Comacchio, the Piallasse
of Ravenna, Cervia and Comacchio salt pans, Campotto and Mandriole basins, rich in wood
groves like the Gran Bosco della Mesola forest and the San Vitale and Classe pine groves.

road and the road that leads from the Romea state
road to Albarella Island. The great brackish lakes,
dotted with emerged shoals and banks, are the
ideal place to observe species like the Greater
Flamingo and the Mediterranean Gull. These basins
present one of the most distinctive landscapes of
the whole Delta and one of the most well-known
“casoni” (fishing huts).

Piallassa della Baiona
This area can be reached via the Pineta di San
Vitale, turning right towards Ravenna-Venezia, just
north of the bridge on the Fossatone canal towards
Ca’ Vecia. To the left of the farmyard of the house
starts a trail that reaches the western shores of the
lagoon, near the so-called city clearing, one of the
freshwater basins that hosts the greatest density of
birds in different periods of the year. An observation
tower is located at Marina Romea, in the lower
vineyard area, and allows for the observation of the
eastern portion of Baiona.
Finally, along the northern shore is the Prato
Barenicolo, an interesting brackish flatland crossed
by a path that travels among salicornia and other
saltwater plants, which, following the eastern shores
of the lagoon, leads to the tower described above.

Eurasian Oystercatcher
Haematopus ostralegus
Phenology: S, B, W, M

www.biosferadeltapo.org

The Delta is delimited to the north by the last stretch of the Adige River. The Po of
Levante, Po of Maistra, Po of Venice which becomes the Po of Pila with the extreme
ramifications of Busa di Tramontana and Busa di Scirocco, Po of Tolle, Po of Gnocca
or Donzella, Po of Goro and Po of Volano are the magnificent branches of the “active”
Delta, which shape and develop the precious natural environments typical of the great
wetlands: here there are fossil dunes, flood plains, fishing basins, lagoons, inlets, sand
bars and beaches, dotted with ancient Mediterranean scrub and evolving over time by
drainage works using embankments, poplar groves and local agriculture.

Valli di Rosolina Road
A road that can be taken by car or bike that
winds through the fishing and hunting basins of
the municipality of Rosolina. Stopping along the
banks it is possible to observe the vastness of
the surrounding brackish bodies of water, which
mainly host large aquatic species. The road can be
accessed from Porticine, along the Adige or from
the road leading to the island of Albarella, coming
from the Romea state road. Some of the basins
that can be seen from the road include Veniera,
Sagreda, Pozzatini, Cannelle and Passarella.

Valle Fattibello, Valle Molino,
Valle Capre, Valle Spavola
These basins are visible from the roads that run
along the bases of the embankments, climbing on
top of them to get a panoramic view of the lagoon.
Valle Spavola can be reached on foot from the
Comacchio salt pan, going along the banks to the
Foce station or from Foce station to the salt pan.
Valle Capre is reached by following the road that
travels inland from the Romea state road. Finally,
Valle Molino is visible from the Romea state road,
or from the road that, from Romea, travels directly
to Comacchio.

Nearly 350 species in different ecosystems*

Province
of Ravenna

The heritage of this environment, protected by two parks, one in Emilia-Romagna
and the other in Veneto, extends over 53,000 hectares that birdlife has chosen to use
for breeding, resting and wintering. In fact, for many species the great environmental
complexity of the Delta region is a crucial European stronghold.

Romea state road on the Scolo Rivalone travelling
towards Ravenna-Venice, or by the Tenuta Augusta,
through a wooden bridge crossing the Rivalone.

Province
of Ferrara

A series of rivers that reaches towards the sea, fresh and brackish fish basins, wooded
forests, dunes, beaches and pine groves make the Po Delta an extraordinary example of biodiversity, a great naturalistic laboratory where for centuries water has
always played a central role.

two entrances and a number of accommodation
and dining facilities, and a long shielded trail with
birdwatching hides within the wetlands area.

Province
of Rovigo

Hot Spots for Birdwatching*

The Po Delta Biosphere Reserve

Observation
The species is easily observable in all brackish wetlands throughout
the year. The best sites for observation are points along the basins
(Rosolina, Porto Viro), Boccasette, Sacca di Scardovari and Bottonera,
all the lagoons of Porto Tolle, Valle Gorino, Valle Porticino-Canneviè
(where the species can be observed up close from huts), Valli Bertuzzi,
Valli di Comacchio (Salina di Comacchio, Boscoforte, Valle Furlana,
Volta Scirocco), Pialassa della Baiona, Salina di Cervia.

Situation in the Delta
Species threatened with extinction. It breeds between May and July,
with a few couples in fresh or slightly brackish marshes of the southern
Delta, with submerged hydrophytes, reeds and surrounding shrubs and
trees. Only a very few are present during the winter.

Phenology legend

Observation
The only site where there is a certain probability of observing the
species is Punto Alberete. From March to June, in the early morning,
some specimens can be seen in the clearings along the Scagnarda road
(north side of the Punte Alberete trail), between the birdwatching hide
and the Romea road. Other sites where the species can be seen in the
spring are Valle Mandriole, the city clearing and Valli di Argenta. At all
other times of the year it is quite difficult to see them.

Birdlife Recovery Centres

S sedentary
B breeding

M migratory
W wintering

LIPU Giardino delle
Capinere Recovery Centre
Ferrara (Fe)
Tel. +39 333 3615278

E summering
A accidental

Birdlife and Wildlife
Recovery Centre
Cà Ponticelle – Pineta S.Vitale (Ra)
Cell. + 39 333 5232892

( ) irregular

Wildlife Rescue Centre
Polesella (Ro)
Cell. +39 338 2214172

Po Delta

Where to go birdwatching
Maps, sites and species to observe
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